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Ordinances & Administration Committee
Monday, May 15, 2023
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ORDERED that Chapter 21 “Streets, Sidewalks and Other Public Places,” Article I.-In General, Sec.
21-1 “Prerequisites to acceptance of ways” be AMENDED by as follows:

No ways shall be accepted as public ways of the city unless the order for acceptance is accompanied by
a petition signed by 100% of the abutters. Petition which includes the number of abutting parcels on

writing, signed by the director of public works, the mayor and the city auditor, stating that sufficient
funds are on hand and will be allocated for placing such way in safe condition for travel, and a
statement as to how the road meets any or all of the following criteria:

a. A connection to public park, playground, public landing, or other similar public property which is
open to the public

b. A cross road or has cross roads between public roads

c. A connection road to a private attraction or public venue

d. The fastest and most effective thoroughfare for public safety vehicles to acces[ other streets
e. A road that has the capacity for installation of public utilities

f. The unanimous commitment of abutters to better the cost of installing public utilities simultaneous to
the City's commitment to permanently pave the street.

Councilor Gilman read the language of her original Council Order. She explained that the black text is the
current ordinance and the red text is part of the original Council Order language.

a. A connection to public park, playground, public landing, or
other similar public property which is open to the public

b. A cross road or has cross roads between public roads

c. A connection road to a private attraction or public venue.

d. The fastest and most effective thoroughfare for public safety
vehicles to access other streets
e. Aroad that has the capacity for installation of public
utilities
f. The unanimous commitment of abutters to better the cost of
installing public utilities simultaneous to the City's
commitment to permanently pave the street.
Councilor Gilman reiterated that her Council Order originally had six criteria. She explained that
members of the Council voiced concerns that they did not think the criteria were worded correctly and
asked that the criteria be reworded. She explained that she is proposing to delete the green text above and

replace it with what is shown below in red.

Councilor Gilman explained that the text in red, above, is what is now being proposed as the criteria, along
with the original letter
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and a homeowner may have, for instance, a retaining wall in the front of their property or a fence that they
may not want to relinquish to become a public street.

Councilor O
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Catherine Ryan, 17 High Rock Road

Asked if the newer developments, including Deacon Farm Lane, Lupine Lane, Sea Glass Lane, are private.
A8. (Nolan): Stated that they are all private. Stated that the builders elected at the time of their building
permits to exclude themselves from City services.

Ms. Ryan asked that the Council pause on this matter as she does not feel there has been a full discussion
and also questioned the overall fairness of the criteria points. Councilor Nolan stated that there are already
laws on the books regarding these matters and that the Council is trying to clean up the language.

Judy Rose, 17 Landing Road
Asked if all the proposed criteria needs to be met for acceptance. Also asked if the City could provide
Landing Road with material to fill in the potholes (due to the City
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3. CC#2023-016 (Worthley): Amend GCO Ch. 21
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Councilor Worthley read the proposed language. He stated that it would still allow for the Council to seek
input from the Mayor, DPW Director and City Auditor.

Councilor Nolan stated that he will not be supporting this matter as he does not agree with voting for a
matter without having the funding source.

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor Margiotta, seconded by
Councilor O
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COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: On a motion by Councilor Margiotta, seconded by
Councilor O
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by [ADDING]:


http://gloucester-ma.gov/1097/Past-Remote-Public-Meetings
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